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SUBJ: ERITREA: PEDERATION OR INDEPENDENCE 
REF : ADDIS 7216 

1. IN RECENT DAYS I HAVE DISCUSSED WITH 3 SOURCES (2 MUSLIMS, 

1 CHRISTIAN) THE PROSPECTS POR PEDERATION IN ERITREA. ONE OF 
THE MUSLIMS IS AN lEG OFPICIAL, THE OTHER A RELIGIOUS LEADER. 

THE CHRISTIAN, A BUSINESSMAN, IS THE SON OP A PROMINENT 
PIGURE IN PRIOR FEDERATION. 

2. THE CONSENSUS, WITH VARIATIONS, IS THAT PEDERATION AS 
PRACTICED BEPORE WILL NOT SUCCEED NOW. (A) THE CHRISTIAN 
THOUGHT THAT PRESENT DISCUSSIONS WERE A FACADE. HE THOUGHT 
OLDER GENERATION WOULD ACCEPT PEDERATION WITH MORE 
AUTONOMY THAN PREVIOUS ONE, BUT THAT YOUTH WANTED INDEPENDENCE. 
HE THOUGHT THAT MILITARY WOULD OPPOSE PEDERATION, AND WOULD 
PREPER A "FREE HAND" TO SOLVE PROBLEM. HE BELIEVES SHUM AREI 

WAS KILLED BECAUSE HE SUPPORTED PEDERATION. HE THINKS SHEIK 
AT, AMPIN HAS BEEN PROPOSED AS ONE OP TWO DEP GOVGEN UNDER 
PEDERATION. HE BELIEVES PEDERATION WOULD HAVE A CHANCE IP 
IT INCLUDED FREE ELECTIONS AND FISCAL AUTONOMY (I.E., REVENUES 
PROM PORTS). (B) THE MUSLIM RELIGIOUS LEADER THOUGHT THAT 
ANY SOLUTION IS COMPLICATED BY SPLIT BETWEEN ELP/PLF. WHILE 
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ELF WANTS INDEPENDENCE, HE FEELS LEADERS ARE WILLING TO 
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DISCUSS OPTIONS WITH lEG REPS IN EOREIGN CAPITALS. THE DESIRE 
EOR PEACE AMONG THE MAJORITY OE ERITREANS MAY PROMOTE 
ACCEPTANCE OE EEDERATION, RATHER THAN A CONTINUED STRUGGLE 
EOR INDEPENDENCE. (C) THE lEG OEEICIAL STRESSED THE 
IMPORTANCE OE THE USG ACTING AS A MEDIATOR, AS WE DID IN 
THE MID-EAST. HE BELIEVES MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS CAN LIVE 
TOGETHER IN PEACE IN ERITREA. EVEN THOUGH THE ELF RECEIVES 
WEAPONS AND TRAINING FROM COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, HE DOES NOT 
THINK AN INDEPENDENT ERITREA WILL BE COMMUNIST. HE RELIEVES 
ERITREANS ARE BASICALLY PRO-WESTERN. 

3. TWO OE ABOVE SOURCES SAID ELE RECEIVED BACKING OF 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES AT RECENT OAU CONFERENCE. I WOULD 
APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION OF ANY ELF ACTIVITIES AT OAU 
CONEERENCE. ONE SOURCE BELIEVES THAT ELF, FOR PUBLICITY 
REASONS, WILL TRY MAJOR OFEENSIVE IN ERITREA BEFORE UPCOMING 
ARAB-AERICAN SUMMIT MEETING. 

4. IE FEDERATION OR INDEPENDENCE WILL OCCUR IN NEXT YEAR 

OR TWO, IT WOULD SEEM PRUDENT FOR USG TO UNOFFICIALLY SURVEY 
ATTITUDE OE ELE LEADERS TOWARDS USG INSTALLATIONS IN ERITREA. 
PERRY 



CONEIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FEDERATION, INDEPENDENCE, ERITREA, RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 JUN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974ASMARA00525 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 67-0275 
From: ASMARA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 974061 7/aaaaaomo.tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: ADDIS 721 6 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CollinPO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 AUG 2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <21 FEB 2003 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: : ERITREA : FEDERATION OR INDEPENDENCE 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, ET 
To: ADDIS ABABA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




